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Accidents can happen anywhere, from a friend’s
backyard to a grocery store to a sidewalk at the
park. When someone is seriously hurt after they
slip or trip and fall, they may be eligible for a
personal injury claim. Our Georgia slip and fall
lawyer is here to help guide you through your
claim every step of the way to ensure that you
e are supported and well-represented and that you

get the best possible result from your slip and
By ” fall case. After you have read about your slip and
fall case, please do not hesitate to call our
Georgia slip and fall lawyer to set up your free
initial case review.

How Georgia Slip and Fall Compensation Works

When you are injured in a slip and fall, you will be seeking compensation
from the liable party’s insurance company. You may be reluctant to bring a
claim if you were injured in a slip and fall at a friend’s house. You may
think that you don’t want to bring the claim because you do not want to sue
your friend, but that is not what will be happening. You are asking the
insurance company to pay for your lost wages, medical bills, and pain and
suffering. This money is not directly coming from your friend, it is coming
from the insurance company that represents them. The same goes for places
like grocery stores. Their insurance is responsible for your damages. You
will not be directly suing that property owner.
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Georgia is a state that follows comparative fault, which means you can be
compensated for your damages even if you share some fault in causing the
slip and fall. The way it works is as follows: say someone is at the grocery
store looking at their phone while they walk down the aisle. There is a
puddle of spilled liquid that has not yet been cleaned, but because they
weren’'t looking, they slip and get hurt. The grocery store would be
responsible for not having cleaned up that spill or marked it with a sign but
that person would be partially responsible because they were not paying full
attention. In an instance such as this, they may be deemed something like 20
percent at fault for the accident. If they were awarded $10,000 in damages,
that fault would mean they can only collect $8,000 of the award. We take our
job of protecting your right to full compensation seriously.
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Georgia Slip and Fall Statute of Limitations

It is important to keep in mind that you have a limited amount of time in
which you can bring your slip and fall claim. Georgia permits injured
victims two years from the date of their slip and fall in which they can bring
their claim or have it settled in civil court. This may seem like it is a long
time but in terms of a lawsuit, two years can go by quickly. We push for
these cases to go as fast as they reasonably can, but it is still a task to get
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them done. That is why it is so important for anyone seeking a slip and fall
case to contact a Georgia lawyer right away. You want to give them as much
time as you can to build a strong case so that you have the best chance at
success as possible. The sooner you can get yourself in a consultation with
an experienced Georgia slip and fall attorney, the better off your case will
be down the road.

What to Do After Your Slip and Fall

There are a few things that you will want to do after you have injured
yourself. If you are hurt at a store or public premises, you should be sure to
report your incident to someone who is in charge. That may by the manager
of the store or the property owner. Before they get a chance to clean up what
you were hurt on, take photos and videos so that you have this evidence. If
you fell at someone’s private property, let them know what happened and
also take photographic evidence. It is important to have this for yourself
because, by the time you get to the lawyer who will represent your case, that
evidence will likely be gone. Bring this evidence as well as a copy of your
accident report, if you got one, to your Georgia slip and fall lawyer so they
can get to work right away on your case.

Frequently Asked Slip and Fall Questions
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What Are Some Common Mistakes After a Slip and Fall Injury?

Mistakes often happen in the beginning of a slip and fall case. When you
first fall, whether at a retailer or a fast food restaurant, you may not realize
in the moment that you'’re going to be involved in a personal injury case.
These are mistakes that you can and should avoid, however, to protect your
case.

The primary mistake that clients make is not making a report. They slip and
fall, they get hurt, they're embarrassed... and they don’t bother to go speak
with anybody in charge. If you’ve fallen within the last 48 hours and you’re
looking at our website, go back to that store and make a report.

The second mistake people make is they don’t preserve evidence. A lawyer
can help you with that. We can send out a letter and ask for the preservation
of surveillance video, for example. Videos can get erased, so you want to
make sure that the owner preserves the video.
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A third mistake people often make is not taking any photos to document the
scene. Capturing photographic evidence of what caused your slip and fall is
essential to your case. Three years from now when you’re in front of a jury,
you want to have that photo to describe what caused your injury.

If you have any questions about your slip and fall case, mistakes that you’ve
made and don’t want to make going forward, give us a call; we’d love to

speak with you.
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How Should I Hire a Slip and Fall Attorney?

When you hire an attorney in Georgia to represent you for a slip and fall
related personal injury matter, don’t just hire anyone. Not every attorney
knows what they’'re doing. Slip and fall cases are some of the tougher cases in
Georgia to recover. If you get rear-ended by somebody on the freeway, they
get a ticket and liability is pretty clear. Liability in a slip and fall case can be
less clear.

In a slip and fall case, you have to prove a number of different issues. For
example, you need to demonstrate that they knew or should have known of the
substance - the liquid, the curled up mat, the broken tile - whatever it was
that caused you to slip and fall or trip and fall. This can be difficult, and you
need to hire an attorney who knows how to do that. At our firm, we know what
we're doing when it comes to slip and fall cases, and we bust our tails for you.

If you have any questions about slip and fall related injuries in Georgia, a
claim in Georgia, or any other Georgia personal injury related matter, please
give us a call.

How Long Will a Slip and Fall Case Take?

If you want to know how long it’s going to take you to resolve your slip and
fall claim in Georgia, the best answer is that the longer it takes, the more
your case is worth, as a general rule. When you have a slip and fall case,
oftentimes insurance companies will not offer you even close to what is the
fair value of the case. When you hire an attorney, he or she can file a lawsuit,
get in there, get the evidence, and force them to do the right thing, even if it
takes time.

Your case is going to increase in value with every deposition we take, with
every medical treatment you get, with every witness we talk to.

If you have any questions about your slip and fall related case in Georgia, give
us a call; we’d love to talk to you.

What is the Impact of a Wet Floor Sign on My Case?

Imagine this scenario—you slip and fall at somebody’s premises and, when you
look up, you see that there’s a wet floor sign. At this point you might think
you do not have a case. This is not true. Even if a sign is present when you
fall, it does not mean that you are not hurt; it certainly doesn’t mean that the
retailer or premises owner is not at fault.

Georgia law says that a premises owner has to warn you of a hazard that
they’re aware of, but that warning has to be reasonable. If you fall, get a
picture of that wet floor sign. We’ll be able to give you some guidance and
answer your concerns. If you have any questions about a wet floor sign that
was out or multiple wet floor signs that were out, give us a call; we’d be happy
to answer those questions for you.
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What is My Slip and Fall Claim Value?

You’ve slipped and fallen recently. You’re hurt.
You may be wondering, what’s my case worth?
Contact us today to discuss the value of your slip
and fall claim.

We’ll go through the details of your case, and
we’ll figure it out. The very first thing we’re
going to do is find out what the defendant did
wrong, and we’'re incredibly experienced at doing
that. Our results speak for themselves.

If you have any questions about what your slip and fall case is worth, or any
slip and fall related matter for an incident that happened here in Georgia,
please give us a call; we’d love to speak with you.

Will I File a Slip and Fall Due to Faulty Steps?

You’ve slipped and fallen on some steps. Maybe concrete or wood gave way
and a nail came loose, maybe there was mildew on the steps - who knows?
All you know is that you slipped and fell on someone else’s stairs and you’'re
hurt. The question is, how does that affect your case?
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If the premises owner where you fell knew that these steps were covered in
mildew - knew that these steps were wet, knew that these steps had some
varnish that made them abnormally slick or there had been falls previously,
or this one particular brick in these stairs were loose -or if there’s a code
violation at the location, they are at fault.

We’ll figure out, based on what you tell us, where your case stands. If you
have any questions about slipping and falling on someone else’s steps, give
us a call; we’d be happy to speak with you.

Can I Speak to an Insurance Adjuster After a Slip and Fall?

You slipped and fell, and now you are hurt. You're resting at home when you
receive a call from the insurance company. The person on the phone tells
you that she is trying to do the right thing and that she needs you to give
her as much information as you can so she can help you. While this may
seem the thing to do, it is, in fact, the worst thing that you can do for your
slip and fall case.
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Never, ever, ever give a recorded statement to an insurance adjuster when
you’ve slipped and fallen on someone else’s property. You're not require to,
and you do not have to. Call an attorney. Speak with us or another lawyer,
and we’ll be happy to tell you what to do and how to walk you through that
process. Do not, under any circumstances, give a recorded statement to an
insurance adjuster.
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Can I Sue a Municipality for a Slip and Fall?

Sometimes slips and falls happen on government property - on a city-
owned sidewalk, for example. If that has happened to you, you may want
to know if you have a case against whoever is responsible or whoever had
control over this particular piece of property or object. Before you can
even bring a claim or lawsuit against the at fault parties, there are some
procedural hurdles that you have to jump through, including sending them
a letter within a certain amount of time.

To get your case on the right foot, you’re going to need an attorney who
can jump through the necessary procedural hoops. If you don’t lay out
your case and your damages and your issues perfectly, according to
particular Georgia statutes, then regardless of how injured you are how
hurt you are - even if someone is killed -you don’t have a case.

If you’ve been hurt on the property of the city, a county or the state, give
us a call. We want to make sure that you get everything done efficiently so
that you can bring a claim or a lawsuit down the road. If you have any
questions about that, or any other personal injury related matter in
Georgia, please give us a call.
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Call Our Georgia Slip and Fall Lawyer

If you have been seriously hurt in a slip and fall, please do not hesitate to
call our office to set up your free initial case review. This is a no-
obligation consultation during which we will go over the details of your
case and let you know what your legal options are. Call today to find out
how we can help you!

About the Author

Princenthal & May is a law firm dedicated to helping people who have
been seriously injured or have lost a loved one due to the negligence of
others or workplace accident. Whether your case arises out of a car wreck,
trucking accident, slip and fall, defective product, or dangerous premises,
our goal is the same - maximize your recovery so that you can best care
for yourself and your family during your time of need. While we are often
able to resolve cases early in the process, we do not hesitate to go to trial
in order to obtain the maximum recovery possible for you and your family.
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